Research is generally considered a part of

the composing process, although we can
engage in research without composing.
Often, research is informal: for example,
when considering purchasing a cell phone,
we might ask colleagues and check the Web
to find the best price and value. In school,
however, research is typically more formal.
In a first-year composition class, students
can expect to take up several kinds of re-
search. In the research process, students
draw on several kinds of resources—from
the library, including books, journals, and
databases; from information posted on
the Internet; and from field research like
surveys and interviews—to provide support
for their own claims in a text. In addition to
locating and evaluating sources, students
need to integrate them into the text. As
students take up work in their majors, they
will conduct disciplinary research, keyed
to the questions or problems of the disci-
pline; to the evidence that “counts” in that
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discipline; and in the genres that organize
the work of the discipline. In addition, they
may also “translate” the research findings
for members of the public.

Research can be both challenging and ex-
citing. When we can’t locate a source, or
an experiment comes out differently than
wed hoped, research is frustrating. When
we find the evidence we've been seeking—in
a lab, in a library, or in a database across
the globe—the experience is rewarding.
It’s through peer-reviewed, ethical research
that scholars and researchers contribute to
humanity.
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