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Roxanne Henkin, Janis Harmon, Elizabeth Pate, and Honor Moorman

An Insider’s Perspective on the
National Spelling Bee: An Interview
with James Maguire

ROXANNE: We're delighted
that you have agreed to chat
with us about your experi-
ences with the National
Spelling Bee and what this
might mean to middle-level
teachers and students.

JAMES: Right. Okay.

ROXANNE: Your book, The
American Bee: The National
Spelling Bee and the Culture of
Word Nerds, gives a unique
and detailed perspective on
what that experience is really
like. What made you so in-
terested in the National
Spelling Bee?

JAMES: One of the things I find so interesting
about American culture is there are these various
subgroups within it that exist in their own little
world. For example, the Spelling Bee is a subcul-
ture. I went to see the National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C. in 2003 for the first time. I
thought it might be an interesting wor/d to pro-
file, and I realized yes, it definitely is. The Spell-
ing Bee has its own set of mores and its own set of
interpersonal rules. I wondered if I could put this
little subculture into story form. I just felt it would
make a fantastic book, and The American Bee was
the result.

ROXANNE: Can you give us a brief history of the
National Spelling Bee?

JAMES: The actual bee that we know of today was
formed in 1925. It was started by the Louisville

Fournal and has continued
every year since then, except
during World War II. In one
of the early years, a teach-
ers’ conference had a huge
spelling bee that might be
considered the first national
bee. Six hundred kids from
many different states com-
peted. It’s an unusual histori-
cal curiosity because an
African American girl won
that bee. It was the front-
page headline of The New
York Times, believe it or not.
The bee has continued on
every year.

ROXANNE: You wrote about

that in the book.

JAMES: Marie Gold, I believe her name was.

ROXANNE: That was really interesting because of
the times.

JAMES: It really was, and I can only guess at the
school she went to. Obviously, she did a lot of
studying outside of school. And I think that’s prob-
ably a consistent theme. It’s virtually impossible
to win the Spelling Bee—then or mow—with the
regular amount of spelling study that goes on in
normal curriculum.

ROXANNE: When you talked about another spell-
ing bee winner, Henry Feldman, you mentioned
that he attended the National Spelling Bee many
years later and noticed that the words were more
difficult.
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JAMES: Right. He was nervous as a kid. But, of
course, even Henry Feldman did quite a bit of
spelling study outside of school. His mother
helped him quite a bit. And actually the winning
word was a word that his mother had written down
for him on a little slip of paper because he kept
forgetting it. He looked at the paper two or three
times before he finally brought it to school. I think
itactually helped him remember the word. I com-
pare it to baseball players in the 1930s. They
worked really hard during the season, but not in
the off-season. Nowadays, a professional baseball
player works year round to stay in shape. And I
think it’s true of these very top spellers. They don’t
just study during bee season. The very top spellers
are working at a tremendous level of competition.

ROXANNE: Can you briefly tell us how the Na-
tional Spelling Bee works? How do students get
from their schools to the National Spelling Bee?

JAMES: The Scripps-Howard organization pub-
lishes a list of words every year called the “Paideia.”
They send it out to schools all across the country
as a basis for local spelling bees. The kids them-
selves can study the Paideia, which has about 3,800
words with only about 800 really difficult words.
Usually a boy or girl has to win at the classroom
level and then, in some instances, at the schoolwide
level before competing at the city and/or regional
level. The qualifiers there go on to Washington,
D.C. Two-hundred seventy-five regional and/or
city bees across the country send a competitor to
the national bee in Washington, D.C.

ELIZABETH: How did they come up with the
phrase “spelling bee”?

JAMES: The word “bee” in American culture has
a long history with the idea of a community com-
ing together.

JANIS: Like quilting bees.

JAMES: Yes. There was also a barn-raising bee,
where everyone would come together and build
one family’s barn. The idea of a bee is analogous
to the actual insects all working together to pro-
duce honey. So the spelling bee really is a social

event. It’s many people coming together to do a
spelling contest. It is a spelling bee.

JANIS: Can I go back to that word “Paideia”? Is
that the same list of words they use at the national
level?

JAMES: No, itisn’t. The list at the national level is
the Consolidated Word List and has 23,000 words.
The Paideia has 3,800 words, which the top spell-

ers memorize quite easily.
JANIS: So, they get access to the list?

JAMES: Scripps makes the list free so there’s not
an economic barrier to obtaining it. If you have
access to the Internet, you can download it for free.

ROXANNE: When the students get to Washing-
ton, D.C., do they have to take a test?

JAMES: There is a 25-word written test in the first
round of the spelling bee to very quickly eliminate
about half or two-thirds of the participants. That’s
Round Ore of the Spelling Bee. The second round
is actually on stage, where the kids must spell one
word. The scores of the two rounds are then com-
bined. The point is that everyone gets to be on
stage because it would be very disappointing for
the kids to go all that way. . . .

ELIZABETH: So they not only have to be good
spellers, but they also have to have a stage pres-
ence, too, and know how to handle themselves
under that kind of pressure.

JAMES: That’s a big part of it at any age. Standing
up in front of a large ballroom of people is very
intimidating, especially with all the video cameras.
It’s actually broadcast on ESPN. So it’s an enor-
mous amount of pressure. For instance, Aliya Deri,
the speller from San Francisco that I profile in
the book, said, “You know, I think I could do a lot
better if I could just sit quietly and look at the
word [in my mind].” And, for her, she really felt
the anxiety of standing on stage. I think it’s actu-
ally one of the great benefits of the bee, too. A lot
of these kids—ten-, eleven-, twelve-year-olds—
having to go through this, it’s sort of a trial by
fire. It’s actually really good for their self-esteem.
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It’s a fearful, scary thing for some of them, but it’s
actually really good in terms of building a sense of
themselves.

ROXANNE: In the book, many of them said that
having experienced the bee once was helpful when
they went back the next year.

JAMES: Absolutely. I think it’s become a major fac-
tor in terms of winning. It’s very hard for a first-
timer to win. It’s still, of course, statistically
possible, but it’s been a while since there’s been a
first-timer who’s actually won.

ROXANNE: We know you were interested in the
National Spelling Bee, but can you tell us how
you decided to write a book about it?

JAMES: One of the things that really drew me to
the book was the idea that these kids are getting
together every year to celebrate lunguage and learn-
ing. There’s so much emphasis placed on athletics
in our culture and so much emphasis placed on
entertainment. This is really sort of a subculture
where the kids get together every year. Everyone’s
carrying a book around because all these kids are
big readers. They’re all really good students. It’s
an environment in which learning and being a
good student is really celebrated. You’re not a
“geek” or a “weirdo” or a “nerd.” You're actually
someone who is “with it.”

ROXANNE: How did you select the students that
you chose to follow?

JAMES: I went down there in 2003 and got to know
a few of the students. I wanted to interview a vari-
ety of students with different ethnic backgrounds
and from different parts of the country. I also
wanted kids that I knew would be an interesting
story. For example, Samir Patel, from Texas, was
nine years old in 2003, and he actually came in
third place! He was an extraordinary stage per-
former. He made the audience laugh and was a
very confident participant. I thought this kid would
make a great profile. Each one of the kids I se-
lected had something about them. For example,
Kerry Close was a twelve-year-old from New Jer-

sey. She was so serious and kind of shy and intro-
verted but so intensely competitive. I thought what
an interesting story she would be—the sort of con-
trast between her shyness and her competitive
quality. Jamie Ding, a seventh-grader from De-
troit, was just sort of a prodigious intellect, and he
was into everything from playing the cello to mas-
tering high-school-level math. Aliya Deri, from
San Francisco, was an interesting contrast in that
her family goes to tai chi classes every Wednesday
night. And then, the last speller, Marshall Win-
chester, is the Southern contingent from North
Carolina and is home-schooled.

ROXANNE: In some of these families, English is a
second language. Is that correct?

JAMES: Every year there are always spellers for
whom English is a second language.

ELIZABETH: Are all the winners from two-par-
ent families?

JAMES: I don’t know what the statistics are, but
very few spellers at the national level have come
from single-parent homes. I'm not sure exactly
why that would be. I wouldn’t think it impossible,
certainly, but I can recall only two instances over
three or four years where the parents I met were
single parents.

ROXANNE: In the book, you mentioned that the
home-schooled students had an advantage. Talk
to us about that.

JAMES: I think the home-schooled kids have a big
advantage because of the flexibility of the curricu-
lum during the day. The public school or private
school kids are spending six or eight hours on tra-
ditional curricula and really don’t do spelling as a
separate skill in school, whereas the home-
schoolers can complete their whole program in
the morning; many of them then spend the full
afternoon on spelling. Home-schoolers have an
enormous competitive advantage and usually make
it to the finals. However, they don’t always win.
Kerry Close, who won in 2006, attended public
school.
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JANIS: Where do home-school students enter the
competition?

JAMES: Sometimes they have their own spelling

who end up in the National Spelling Bee? Is there
a typical profile for these students?

JAMES: One thing I learned is these students are
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bees and sometimes they go to open school com-  very comfortable studying and enjoy doing so.
They actually do like studying words. Marshall

would take his word list with him when he would

petitions. There are always community organiza-
tions based on bringing home schoolers together.

ROXANNE: What did you learn about the students go outside to play. I guess the one common qual-

SIDE TRIP: SPELLING STRATEGIES

Teaching students strategies for generating and correcting spelling is far more important than giving them
the correct spelling of any particular word. Such strategies include writing the word multiple times and
deciding which “looks right” or using a spell-checker. This collection of teaching ideas and strategies is sure
to introduce you to others.

Shared Spelling Strategies
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=48

In “Spelling: From Invention to Strategies,” Howard Miller begins a lesson on “constructed” spelling by
surveying his middle school students, using Goodman, Watson, and Burke’s question from Reading Miscue
Inventory (1987): “When you are working on a writing assignment and you want to write a word you don't
know how to spell, what do you do?”

In this ReadWriteThink lesson plan, students will be prompted by that question to become more explicitly
aware of the strategies they use while responding in writing to a previously read (classwide) short story. The
goal is to encourage (nearly) uninterrupted drafting, while allowing students to slow down briefly to consider
the spelling of difficult words. This can become the routine when writing in class (and out).

Audience, Purpose, and Language Use in Electronic Messages
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=159

With the increasing popularity of email and online instant messaging among today’s teens, a recognizable
change has occurred in the language that students use in their writing. This lesson explores the language of
electronic messages and how it affects other writing. Furthermore, it explores allowing freedom and creativity
by using Internet abbreviations for specific purposes and examines the importance of a more formal style of
writing based on audience.

You Can't Spell the Word Prefix without a Prefix
http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=399

Spelling is a form of word study or etymology. Through organized interaction, students explore the role of
prefixes, as well as their origins and meanings, and examine how the understanding of prefixes can improve
comprehension, decoding, and spelling.

—Lisa Storm Fink
www.readwritethink.org
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ity among the kids is the large investment from
the family, since no student can be competitive
without family support.

ELIZABETH: Have you followed up any of the
Spelling Bee winners to find out what they’ve done
later on in life?

JAMES: Actually, a section in the book profiles nine
different winners. The winner in 1973, Barrie
Trinkle, received a degree in astrophysics and
worked in the NASA jet propulsion lab. Henry
Feldman went on to teach at Harvard. So it seems
that getting to the level where you actually win
the National Spelling Bee is an incredible pinnacle
in terms of being able to study and focus on some-
thing over a long period of time. It’s very hard to
not be successful if you have that particular skill.

ROXANNE: Let’s talk about the competitiveness
of the National Spelling Bee. How do students
deal with that?

JAMES: Competition is a big motivator for them.
I remember talking to Samir Patel when he was
ten years old. He said, “I want that fame, and I
want that money.” I think a lot of the kids actually
would zgree with that. They are drawn to the quasi-
celebrity nature of it.

ROXANNE: Can you describe some of the spell-
ing strategies that the students used?

JAMES: Well, there are two camps, and some of
the top spellers borrow from both camps. One
camp focuses on etymology and word roots—Ilike
phil means “love.” The other camp is really about
memorizing. Many participants will study every
day after school with their mothers. The mother
says the word and the child spells it. They’ll do
that for hours, and what they’re really doing is
memorizing. The best spellers use both strategies
and, in terms of winning the Spelling Bee, I think
that’s the best method. If I had to choose, though,
I'd say the use of etymology and word roots is
probably far superior to the memorization.

HONOR: | have a question to follow up on that. I
remember watching both Spe/lbound and the finals

on ESPN. Some kids were writing on their arm
or their hand with their finger.

JAMES: That is legal as long as they don’t actually
have a real writing implement with them. But the
kids are visual, and they want to be able to see in
their mind’s eye what the word would look like if
it were written down.

HONOR: Do you think that has a connection to
any of their study strategies? Are they studying by

copying?

JAMES: No, not necessarily. A lot of the kids actu-
ally do write down the word in addition to spell-
ing it out loud. I think it’s simply a way to better
visualize the word.

ROXANNE: Can you explain how “word nerd” is
an honorific term?

JAMES: [laugh] I consider myself to be a bit of a
word nerd. There’s kind of an edge to it in thata
word nerd is someone who truly relishes words.
It’s not just someone who might read occasion-
ally. A word nerd is someone who really loves
words and language and reading. Oddly, it does
set you apart in our culture. I use the term “word
nerd” to mean someone who is so immersed in
those things that it has become a special hobby,
not just a passing interest to them. Since I con-
sider myself to be a word nerd, I take it as a com-
pliment.

ROXANNE: How about the students you inter-
viewed; would they also like it?

JAMES: Competitive spellers generally get one of
two responses at school. Either kids are totally
ignored about their spelling interests, or they will
actually get ribbed about it. That happens quite a
bit, surprisingly. The students will actually get
teased somewhat mercilessly.

ROXANNE: What do you think about the place of
conventional spelling in today’s society?

JAMES: Spelling makes a great deal of difference.
Itis really hard to appear intelligent if you’re mis-
spelling words in communication.
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ROXANNE: How can middle level teachers nur-
ture word nerds?

JAMES: That’s a good question. I guess it’s a couple
of things. The kids, of course, really like praise,
and I think that’s a big part of what’s drawing them
to the bee. Going there, they end up getting a lot
of praise and a lot of trophies, even if they don’t
win the big trophy. They get a lot of praise for
caring about words and for being knowledgeable
about language. The whole thing is to find a way
to give them those extra shots of praise and the
strokes of recognition. I think that’s an incredibly

powerful way to nurture that love of language.
Make it public. Let them know that they are ap-
preciated. Also, let them know what a big factor
it’s going to play later on in their lives. If
videogames or Britney Spears seem to be more
hip at the moment, it won’t be when they’re 21.
Knowledge of language and English and spelling
will be more critical to them as part of the work-
ing world.

ROXANNE: | was struck by how you said the win-
ners have had exceptional lives, and that it’s the
practice they really get into with the Spelling Bee.

SIDE TRIP: PAINTING A PATH TO SPELLING

References:

(pp. 200-208). CITY: Philosophy of Education.

Web Resources:

Spelling still remains a continuous topic of conversation across grade levels, but it becomes more contested
in the higher grade levels. Proponents of phonics-based reading instruction advocate progressing from
letter sounds to words; meaning-based reading advocates prefer that children use their oral language skills
and resort to phonetic decoding only when other methods fail them. While students often develop their
reading skills using a blend of both, spelling still remains an area of concern for many teachers. Templeton
(2003) contends that children need to be taught various patterns of spelling and that effective spelling
instruction should support the development of students’ reading.

Graffiti art is one art form that is being integrated into schools’ curricula to stimulate students’ interests
and offer variety in the forms and levels of instruction available. Hathaway (2007) finds that graffiti can
help students explore learning in alternative ways. Alternative art forms can be presented in positive ways
so they do not undermine the learning process (Hochman, 2006).

Hathaway, N. (2007). Graffiti and guerilla art. Arts & Activities, 141(3), 38-39, 54-55.
Hochman, J. L. (2006). Writ large: Graffiti and praxis in pedagogical third spaces. In Philosophy of Education Yearbook

Templeton, S. (2003). Spelling: Best ideas = Best practices. Voices from the Middle, 10(4), 48-49.

http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/student_material.asp?id=23

Teaching high school students to visualize what they are reading and to create graphic symbols helps them
develop as readers. The Literary Graffiti interactive combines the process of drawing with analytical think-
ing about a text by pairing an online drawing space with writing prompts that encourage students to make
connections between their visual designs and the text.

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=208
Graffiti Wall: Discussing and Responding to Literature Using Graphics

—Ruth Lowery
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JAMES: It’s up to the teachers and also the family.
In many cases, it’s really the family that creates
the environment and/or encourages the kid to
study at that level.

JANIS: But you didn’t come across any parents who
actually forced their children to do this, did you?

JAMES: Not literally forced them.
JANIS: It still had to come from the students.

JAMES: I think there were a few times where the
kids were following along, but you can’t get there
if you don’t like it. I think, at the end of the day,
the kids are there because they get a kick out of it.

ROXANNE: What would you say to the families of
young adolescents?

JAMES: The families of these spelling bee kids end
up spending a lot of time focusing on the kids’
education. They know what the kids are doing
after school or at night. They know if they’re
watching television or if they’re studying. They
are pressuring them to go ahead and focus on their
studies. It’s really hard, I think, for a kid to excel at
that level without the family pushing them along.

ROXANNE: What have you learned from the spell-
ers that can help all young adolescents become
aware of their own spelling strategies?

JAMES: It gets back to that question of focus.
They’ve found something to focus on that is actu-
ally going to pay them a long-term reward. I think
that’s what I admire about these kids so much—
they’re working on these skills, but it’s really build-
ing some larger life accomplishments for them;
they aren’t merely entertaining themselves or dis-
tracting themselves for the moment. I would tell
them to find the area that they honestly enjoy—
relish it and work really hard at it.

ELIZABETH: A while ago, you talked about two
camps of strategies for spelling. One was memo-
rizing and the other one was looking at the ori-
gins of the words or the root words.

JAMES: Right. It’s learning all the root words so

that when you hear a difficult word, you can putit
together from the various roots that you know.

ELIZABETH: Can you touch on other strategies
that the students talked with you about? You did
talk about writing the words in the air or on your
arm.

JAMES: That’s actually when they’re literally up
on stage and facing the anxiety of it. That’s not
necessarily a study strategy.

ELIZABETH: Well, actually, that’s how I spell.
[small chuckle]

ROXANNE: In terms of the spelling research, writ-
ing it down or writing in the air are both effective
strategies.

JANIS: I write it down.

ELIZABETH: Do you know if any of the students
really examined dictionaries and read dictionaries
with care as part of their strategy?

JAMES: Absolutely. That’s part of the memorizing
camp. David Tidmarsh, the 2004 winner, memo-
rized the entire dictionary. He knew which words
to skip. That’s a huge task. He memorized them,
and then went back through and read the lists
again. Next, he created his own list of the difficult
words and then made his own cassette tapes to
test himself. He actually worked both sides. He
worked the word roots and then finished it off with
a huge burst of memorizing work.

ELIZABETH: Do they try to find judges that don’t
speak with a dialect?

JAMES: That’s a real factor because the actual an-
nouncer for the national contest is completely ac-
cent-free. He gets the words months ahead of time
and actually goes to the dictionary and finds the
precisely correct pronunciation. It becomes a fac-
tor in some of the regional contests where people
do have regional accents.

JANIS: I have a question about the word mean-
ings. I realize that one of these strategies involves
prefixes, suffixes, and roots, but I'm thinking about
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the ones who also rely on memorization. Do you
think that just knowing the word meaning, even
though you can’t relate it to a root, helps with spell-
ing?

JAMES: That was a big strategy of Kerry Close,
one of the winners of the spelling bee. The mean-
ing is critical, because there are even roots that
sound alike. If you don’t know what the root
means, you’re not going to know which homonym
is correct. That’s one of the really wonderful ben-
efits of competing in the spelling bee. Students
end up significantly increasing their vocabulary.

JANIS: Which brings me to my next question:
When you were talking to the student competi-
tors, how articulate were they? Did they use big
words when they talked?

JAMES: Not necessarily big words, but you could
see they had a real presence of mind and maturity.
There was no baby talk or kid talk.

ROXANNE: We know that one of the best ways to
be a good speller is to be a wide reader. Did you
get the sense that they read a lot?

JAMES: Very much so. I always saw the kids carry-
ing books around. They all had favorite authors,
and they could all list the books that they had read.
The reading has done a lot to help them with spell-
ing. Seeing it in print really has given them a solid
foundation in the language. I don’t think there has

ever been a top speller who’s not been a big reader.
JANIS: Lots of correlations here.
JAMES: An absolute correlation in that sense. Yes.

ROXANNE: What are some of the important things
you learned about the history of spelling in En-
glish as you wrote the book?

JAMES: I find it so interesting because spelling
evolved quite slowly. There really wasn’t standard-
ized spelling until the 1700s when the Gutenberg
printing press was invented. Even with the mass
production of print, spelling was not standardized.
It remained pretty idiosyncratic for hundreds of
years. The concept of standardized spelling was

actually one of the big steps forward in terms of
achieving mass literacy. Spelling was semi-frozen
at this point, and while we expect it to remain
somewhat stable for a long time, today’s instant
messaging is creating a lot of alternative spellings.

ROXANNE: It was interesting that you mentioned
in your book that Shakespeare’s name was spelled
in different ways.

JAMES: Right. He himself even spelled it a couple
of different ways. If you go back to the 1600s, the
idea that something could be spelled a number of
different ways was not necessarily unusual.

ROXANNE: That would be fascinating for kids to
learn.

JAMES: I personally found the evolution of spell-
ing to be quite interesting. It mirrors the progress
of the larger society.

ROXANNE: Maybe you could give us a few ex-
amples of what you’ve learned in terms of spell-
ing—some of the words that we got from the
French and so on.

JAMES: I didn’t realize until I wrote the book how
chaotic English spelling is. We’ve taken spellings
from so many different languages—French, Old
English, German, Spanish, Japanese, Chinese, and
more. We have so many contradictions in our
spelling, and you never really know how a word is
spelled just based on how it sounds, unlike in other
languages. If you can say a word in German, you
know exactly how it’s going to be spelled. There’s
really no doubt about it. And the same is true with
Spanish. It’s funny how those of us who were ac-
tually born here and learned English as a native
language think English is fairly easy. Butit’s a very
difficult language; spelling is chaotic and wild. In
the book, I talk about the Simplified Spelling So-
ciety and the way people have tried to reform the
chaos of English spelling, but we really don’t want
to. As chaotic as the old system is, we’re just go-
ing to stick with it, it seems.

ROXANNE: From a journalist’s perspective, what
impact do you think text messaging, billboards
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with intentional spelling variations, spellcheckers,
graffiti, and license plates have on conventional
spelling?

JAMES: [ wish there were an easy answer to that.
There’s a certain relaxation of conventional stan-
dards. I've even read that some kids are making
errors on their grade-school or junior high essays
because they’re spelling words as they would text-
message them. On the other hand, I think people
understand that there is a line you can’t cross.
Language evolves and spelling will continue to
change over the years, but the highly literate in-
dividual will always know where that line is.

ROXANNE: What else should we be asking you
about the current state of spelling?

JAMES: Perhaps a minor thing, but last year for
the first time, the National Spelling Bee was broad-
cast on primetime TV. It was on ABC. I looked at
the ratings for it, and although it was not that
highly rated at the beginning of the evening, by
the end of the event, there were actually ten mil-
lion people watching. I'm sure that’s the largest
audience for a spelling bee in the history of spell-
ing bees. I think it’s really wonderful that there
were ten million people in American living rooms
across the country watching these bright kids who
are such readers and language arts experts. [ hope
that the National Spelling Bee continues to be
broadcast on television. It’s a fantastic thing.

ELIZABETH: Well, maybe this is a true version of
reality TV.

JAMES: You know, I think the Spelling Bee is the
original reality TV show.

ROXANNE: I know in the early spelling bees, the
winners won $500. What are they winning now?

JAMES: I think it was $40,000 if you add in all the
value of the associated gifts, like the Encyclopedia
Britannica and a handful of savings bonds, etc. It
almost makes the kids semi-professionals at that
point. It’s a serious résumé item in terms of getting
into college. To say that you won the Scripps-
Howard Spelling Bee opens a lot of doors.

JANIS: What about the costs and the expenses that
the families incur to take their kids to D.C.?

JAMES: All the spellers are sponsored either by a
newspaper or a local organization. For the most
part, it’s newspapers. The St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
for example, pays for the student and I think one
parent. If you’re bright and you’re willing to study,
it’s notincredibly hard to get to Washington, D.C.
The regional contests, in some cases, are just mid-
dling hard to win. People have realized, “Hey, if
we win that, we get a free trip to Washington,
D.C”

ROXANNE: Anything else?

JAMES: Reading is so powerful and so important.
It’s the one thing I would stress to kids and their
parents. Reading is critical.

SEE THE
NCTE WEBSITE (HTTP://WWW.NCTE.ORG/ABOUT/OVER/NTY)
AND INBOX E-NEWSLETTER
FOR NCTE ANNOUNCEMENTS!
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