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STUDENT TO STUDENT

Roadmaps for the
Treacherous Journey

One of the biggest teacher “secrets”
is that we are just as glad as the
kids when school lets out,

whether it’s a holiday, a weekend, or the
end of the year. Yet as glad as I am for
time to myself, I worry about my students.

Too many of them go toward danger and trouble
when they leave school. Cafeteria managers pile
extra lunch on Friday plates, knowing children will
be hungry until Monday. We can only imagine the
lives our students lead when they journey into
homes or neighborhoods unknown to us.

What we can do is to give them books that
might help them. All of the books reviewed this
issue could be roadmaps. They center around
tweens who must journey into an unknown,
whether it’s a new school, a new neighborhood,
or even the underground world of fairies. And
maybe, if Kira and Artemis and Mia can be brave
and persevere through troubles, our kids can be-
lieve that they will come out all right too.

Thanks to all the readers, writers, and teach-
ers who have made Student to Student possible this
year. Why don’t you consider joining them? We
want to know what books you and your students
choose for your journeys.

Safe at Home
by Sharon Robinson, Scholastic, 2007, 160 pp.,
$4.99, ISBN 978-0-439-67198-9
reviewed by Mariano Santiago, Grade 5
Brookings Museum Magnet School, Springfield,
Massachusetts

After his dad dies, Jumper has to move from Con-
necticut to Harlem to live with his Grammy. On

his first visit to the arcade, he challenges one of
the best players, and his victory impresses the other
kids. His Grammy signed him up for baseball camp
so he could make friends, but he really doesn’t like
baseball because he isn’t good at it. He really loves
basketball. Jumper agrees to give baseball camp a
shot, and learns that his Dad got through high
school and college on baseball scholarships. When
he shows up at the camp the first day, he meets
the boy he had fought.

This is the best book I have ever read. Sharon
Robinson really puts her heart into her writing,
and the things she writes about are fantastic. It is
awesome that she wrote about baseball because
her father, Jackie Robinson, was an all-time leg-
end. The personalities of the characters are so real
that they are just like us. You will be interested
and amazed as you read this book.

Gathering Blue
by Lois Lowry, Random House Children’s
Books, 2002, 215 pp., $6.99, ISBN 978-0-4402-
2949-0
reviewed by Lauren Bradford, Grade 7
Huntingdon Area Middle School, Huntingdon,
Pennsylvania

Teenage Kira sits silently as she feels the last of
her mother’s spirit drift away. She is now left as a
cripple, outcast, and orphan, fighting to survive
on her own. Her only choice is to live with those
who caused her so much pain. Then the Council
of Guardians summons her to help them. Her only
chance for something better is to let them use her
astonishing talent to sew, but through this experi-
ence, she begins to uncover a world greater than
the one she thought she knew. Will she be able to
survive in a community where the weak are cast
aside?
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Lois Lowry captivates her readers by spinning
a tale as mysterious and intricate as Kira’s gift of
sewing. Lowry brings her characters to life, mak-
ing their pain and suffering real. She challenged
me to think more about the creativity and values
of people. The suspense of this book kept me turn-
ing pages until the very end. This book would be
great for readers of all ages.

Artemis Fowl
by Eoin Colfer, Scholastic, 2001, 416 pp., $5.99,
ISBN 978-0-7868-1787-0
 Reviewed by Jungsoo Lee, Seoul International School

“Stay back human. You don’t know what you’re
dealing with.” This is how Artemis Fowl is ad-
dressed by a fairy named Holly they encounter.
Evil super-genius Artemis Fowl and his bodyguard
Butler capture Holly and ransom her for fairy gold.
If fairies are discovered though, the world will
become chaotic, but Artemis and Butler are will-
ing to do anything for fairy gold.

Artemis Fowl is a thrilling adventure. The best
part of the book was that I couldn’t put it down
before I finished an adventure I had started. The
theme of this story is that family is important.
Artemis’s dream was to make his family billion-
aires again, but Artemis puts that dream aside to
cure his mother with a lot of his dream money.

I would recommend this book to people who
relish the adventure in A Series of Unfortunate
Events. Also, readers who are fond of magic, war,
adventure, and fantasy will cherish this book! Go
on this fairy vs. Artemis/Butler adventure and find
out who wins this war!

Princess Academy
by Shannon Hale, Scholastic, 2005, 314 pp.,
$4.99, ISBN 978-0-439-88819-6
 reviewed by Nechama Ben-Ezra, Grade 6
 Rudlin Torah Academy, Richmond, Virginia

 Prince Steffan will marry a girl from Mount Eskel,
so Miri, 13, and the other girls her age go to a
princess academy to learn manners and history that
a future queen should know. The girls miss their
families, especially in the cold winter. Suddenly,

bandits come, and the girls fear they will never
see their families again. Miri is determined to save
the academy, even mean Teacher Olana. Her one
idea is the academy’s last hope. But will it work?

I liked this book because all of my favorite
characters developed. Miri goes from a shy,
unconfident person to being the leader and sav-
ing the academy. Every chapter ends with a cliff-
hanger, and you won’t want to put down the book
until your mom makes you! I appreciated how easy
life in America is today when I saw Mount
Eskelites struggling to feed their kids every win-
ter. And when the bandits came, they had no way
of reaching anybody. Or did they? I liked this book
for its ups and downs and its surprising climax.

Mysterious Benedict Society
by Trenton Lee Stewart, Little, Brown, 2007,
485 pp., $16.99, ISBN 978-0-316-05777-6
reviewed by Elizabeth Wallace, Grade 6
Hanes Magnet School, Winston-Salem, NC

When Reynie Muldoon, Kate Wetherall, and
Sticky Washington see an ad in the newspaper for
a “special opportunity for special children,” they
decide to take the series of mind-boggling tests.
The three pass and get to meet Mr. Benedict, an
old man who asks the three orphaned children and
a short, stout, and stubborn girl named Constance
Contraire to help him stop his evil twin brother
from taking over the world. They agree and are
sent to his brother Ledroptha Curtain’s school,
where Mr. Curtain brainwashes students to help
him conquer the human race.

The four children, who have dubbed them-
selves The Mysterious Benedict Society, discover
all sorts of horrifying secrets, such as Mr. Curtain’s
plan to brainwash everyone through television.
The Mysterious Benedict Society will have to act
fast to stop this crazy maniac from controlling the
earth.

This book is filled with action, mystery, and
suspense. If you enjoy it, don’t miss the gripping
sequel, The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Per-
ilous Journey, where Mr. Benedict is kidnapped.
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